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A NEW LOOK
The South Dakota Board of Regents this spring approved an
academic reorganization at South Dakota State University, a proposal
developed to strengthen students’ degrees and experiences.
A university, by definition, is a group of colleges. A college, in turn,
is a collection of related academic disciplines. The two largest colleges
at SDSU—Arts and Sciences, and Agriculture and Biological Sciences—
each year attract and support more students than many nearby
institutions have enrolled.
At the same time, our structure should enable suitable
student services, relevant faculty support, dynamic curriculum and
environments where those elements come together.
As described elsewhere in this issue, this academic reorganization
basically makes three colleges from the two large colleges:
• The College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences will continue
to be the home for most of the programs in today’s College of Arts
and Sciences.
• The College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences
will be the home for most of today’s College of Agriculture and
Biological Sciences.
• The College of Natural Sciences will bring together chemistry and
biochemistry, biology and microbiology, physics and geography.
Today’s College of Arts and Sciences reflects a series of decisions
made at specific times in the university’s history. The architecture
program, for instance, enrolled its first students in 2010. It shares a new
academic building with certain departments from the Jerome J. Lohr
College of Engineering, but architecture is an integral component of the
School of Design and fits neatly in Arts and Sciences. Similarly, physics
shares some common ground with the other STEM disciplines and
provides supporting courses for programs in multiple colleges.
Our academic programs certainly show the diversity of the
university itself. Some reflect language from the Morrill Act, the
congressional measure signed by Abraham Lincoln in 1862 that created
the framework for land-grant colleges and universities. The Morrill Act,
in Section 4, called for an investment in “at least one college where the
leading object shall be, without excluding other scientific and classical
studies, and including military tactics, to teach such branches of
learning as are related to agriculture and the mechanic arts.”
The College of Arts and Sciences for generations has been the
home of programs in “scientific and classical studies” and in “military
tactics,” to use language from the 19th century.
That direction from 1862 will still be seen across SDSU. The new
College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences will continue to be
home of the “classics”—majors such as English, history, psychology
and music. The new college will also include the U.S. Army and Air Force
ROTC programs, both with rich histories touching three centuries at the
university.

Meanwhile, the “scientific” studies will be clustered together in a
way that facilitates interdisciplinary research and scholarly activity. So
many students today, for instance, need coursework in both biology and
chemistry; it makes good sense to place those departments in the same
college ... a true collection of similar disciplines, in this case.
When Justin Morrill introduced his eponymous bill to Congress in
June 1862, he presented a vision for higher education that included
this description: “ ... one college ... where neither the higher graces
of classical studies nor that military drill our country now so greatly
appreciates will be entirely ignored … ”
This issue of Transformations, in some ways, marks the end of
the College of Arts and Sciences. I expect this publication next year will
be part of the College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, where
faculty continue to share the importance of classical studies, military
thought and the similar disciplines that have emerged since passage of
the Morrill Act and the founding of this university.
Sincerely,

Jason Zimmerman
Interim Dean
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COLLEGE REALIGNMENT

NAME CHANGES
BUT MUCH STAYS
THE SAME

I

n late March, the South Dakota Board of Regents
approved South Dakota State University’s request to
change college names and realign departments.
What does this mean for the College of Arts and
Sciences when these changes take effect July 1 in preparation
of fall semester 2018? According to Jason Zimmerman, interim
dean of the college, not much initially to current students and
alumni.
“Students who are here right now won’t notice any changes.
Everything has been done in a way that causes no speed bumps
for students,” he said. “They’re going to graduate under the
same requirements they planned on graduating with. The only
immediate change for returning students is that they will be
graduating under a college with a new name.”

The college will be known as the College of Arts, Humanities
and Social Sciences, a move that Zimmerman said brings focus
to the college’s liberal arts disciplines.
The changes came as a result of an internal task force
report, input from the SDSU Students’ Association and a review
by Dennis Hedge, provost and vice president of academic affairs.
“This reorganization will enhance student recruitment efforts
by increasing the visibility of several key majors at SDSU while
encouraging creative curriculum design,” said Hedge. “Students
are drawn toward academic programs that allow for innovation
and creativity, academic preparation and opportunities in fields
with workforce demand, and overall development that allows
them to achieve their career goals and personal dreams. This
realignment will support those opportunities and provide a
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From left, students work in an architecture class, an English class in Pugsley Hall, on a project in the design studio and in the studio in Yeager Hall.

The reorganization will enhance student recruitment efforts
by increasing the visibility of several key majors at SDSU
while encouraging creative curriculum design.”
-Dennis Hedge, provost

framework for student retention strategies and interdisciplinary
teamwork that will benefit many.”
In addition to the renaming of the College of Arts and
Sciences, the Department of Economics enters the college.
Meanwhile, the departments of chemistry and biochemistry,
physics, and geography will join the Department of Biology and
Microbiology to form the College of Natural Sciences. In addition,
the College of Agriculture and Biological Sciences will now be
known as the College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental
Sciences.
“This move will make it easier for students to find us, and I
think it makes it easier for faculty to find us. It makes us more
visible to all of our stakeholders,” Zimmerman said, noting the
last university restructure created the College of Education and
Human Sciences in July 2009.

“We want this college to be known as a home for the
arts, humanities and social sciences benefiting a land-grant
institution. We have projects like the Performing Arts Center
expansion, a renovated Harding Hall and other capital projects
that will position our programs well for success in the future.”
The Performing Arts Center expansion will open in January
2019. Zimmerman said the School of Performing Arts has
already seen the facility’s impact due to a dramatic increase in
scholarship auditions.
“If you think of the area of Minneapolis to the east, Kansas
City to the south and Denver to the west, the new Performing
Arts Center is going to be the premier performing arts center in
this region of the country. It will have no peers within the region,”
he said. “It’s going to lead to an increase in student recruitment
and not just in music and theater, but across the university.
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"Students who are interested in any of our programs but also
have an interest in performing in theater and music will come
to SDSU because of the Performing Arts Center. It’s going to be
fantastic for the university.“

signal to students that management and economics education is
central to what we do at SDSU and is important to our college.”
In addition to the facility changes, Zimmerman said the
college’s three schools are seeing success. The School of
Design started in fall 2016, the School of Performing Arts in fall

We've historically operated this college with a large number
of small departments, which is not a very efficient way to run
a college.We're trying to revitalize our academic programs
and be better stewards of resources.”
-Jason Zimmerman, interim dean

He expects the renovation of Harding Hall to pay dividends
for the Department of Economics.
“Economics will move into a place that will give the program
a sense of prominence in a newly renovated building central
to campus,” Zimmerman said. “I think the facility is going to
greatly enhance the department’s profile and clearly send a

2017 and the School of Communication and Journalism begins
in fall 2018. While other schools are planned, the overall college
reorganization has adjusted the timetable.
“There’s been a traditional way of doing things, where
there’s a department for nearly every major,” Zimmerman
continued. “We’ve historically operated this college with a large

From left, the First Dakota National Bank E-Trading Education Lab, the Performing Arts Center, a geography lab in Wecota Hall and Doner Auditorium.
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“Both in terms of research and academic programs, this
number of small departments, which is not a very efficient
move brings more clarity to our mission, for those degrees
way to run a college. We’re trying to revitalize our academic
and provides a little more of a common-sense realignment of
programs and be better stewards of resources.
university departments,” he said. “It’s a natural step for this kind
“For example, the School of Design is a great example of
of university to take.
taking programs that have a lot in common and putting them
“Our message to students and alumni is that the mission
together in one administrative home,” he said. “It’s allowed
of these departments won’t change in the short term,” Doerner
those programs to be more creative in terms of curriculum, and
continued, noting the College of Natural Sciences’ offices will
it has also allowed them to become a lot more visible to our
start in West Hall. “The degrees our students are getting now
community of stakeholders. We expect the same outcome for
will also remain unchanged, but the new college structure will
the School of Performing Arts and the School of Communication
allow for more innovative curriculum going forward. We still
and Journalism as they get more established. That process will
want and need alumni support toward those departments as
continue.”
they’re still the same departments you’ve grown to know and
Other than the name change, Zimmerman looks to have
love.”
alumni and others interact with familiar faces in the SDSU
Zimmerman agrees there will be little changes for students.
Foundation and department leadership.
One change he hopes for is an enrollment increase.
“The College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences has
“In the short run, there’s really not going to be much
an important role to play at SDSU as a land-grant institution,”
change within our college that people are going to recognize,”
he said. “Our alumni and other stakeholders know we educate
Zimmerman said. “Down the road, we’re hoping that as the
students, perform research and scholarship and that nearly all
College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences becomes more
of our departments conduct outreach activities within the state.
visible and our programs enjoy some of the benefits that come
The colleges shares the same tripartite mission that our friends
in SDSU’s other colleges do. This transition will give the college’s from being in a college that has a stronger sense of focus
than what it might have had before, that we’ll see enrollment
programs a better-focused home and will connect us more
growth and an overall increase in the experience we provide to
closely to the land-grant mission.”
The same goes for the departments moving to the College of students.”
Natural Sciences, according to Kinchel Doerner, the interim dean.
University Marketing and Communications
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STUDENT GETS
A DAY IN THE
LIFE OF THE
COLLEGE DEAN
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It is exciting to participate in
development opportunities where I can
connect with donors to the university and
the College of Arts and Sciences. ... I am
also excited to learn about the growth
of our academic facilities and programs
here on campus.”
-Scott Simons, Dean for the Day
Scott Simons asks
Interim Dean Jason
Zimmerman about
various areas
when touring the
Performing Arts
Center expansion.
Simons talks about
what students are
looking for from the
project.

E

ver wondered what the dean of
a college does during the day?
Mortar Board, a national honor
society at South Dakota State
University, found a way to have a student
be the Dean for the Day.
“Other universities have done
President for the Day and someone
mentioned Dean for the Day so we
thought it would be cool since we have
so many academic colleges. It would
give more people a chance to be dean for
the day,” said Rachel Goetz, president of
Mortar Board.
All donations went toward Spirit
Camp, which is a camp held in Watertown,
South Dakota, for children with spina
bifida. Spirit Camp is aimed to improve
the quality of life of children affected
with this common birth defect. Spirit
Camp costs around $1,200 per camper
for five days. This covers room and board,
medical equipment, activity equipment
and supplies. Mortar Board raised nearly
$900 for Spirit Camp.
“We wanted an effort that was unique,
so when Spirit Camp came up, we

thought it was cool to raise awareness
for something we’ve never seen, and it’s
local,” Goetz said. “We even had parents
donating in the names of their kids. We
saw quite a bit of money come in, and I’m
very excited!”
All of the seven academic deans
were on board, and the student who
was lucky enough to switch with Jason
Zimmerman, the interim dean of the
College of Arts, Humanities and Social
Sciences, was Scott Simons. A senior
economics major with a business
specialization, Simons earned minors
in marketing and events and facilities
administration.
“Our Dean for the Day experience
took place April 27. During this time, I
had the opportunity to join the SDSU
Foundation Council of Trustees during its
spring meeting. I also had the opportunity
to have a hard-hat tour of the Performing
Arts Center and the Harding Hall
construction projects,” Simons said.
Simons has a career goal of
working in higher education, potentially
in academic affairs. He’s hoping this
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"If I could change anything as dean it would
be to provide additional education for
academic advisors. This would hopefully
help enhance the student experience, and
potentially help with retention of students
in the college and at SDSU.”
-Scott Simons, Dean for the Day
experience will give him a brief insight to
how rewarding it is to work at a university.
“It was exciting to participate in
development opportunities where I can
connect with donors to the university and
the College of Arts,Humanities and Social
Sciences,” Simons said. “I was also
excited to learn about the growth of our

academic facilities and programs here on
campus.”
Even though Simons didn’t have the
freedom to make changes on the day he
becomes dean, he wished he could make
an impact on every student.
“If I could change anything as

dean it would be to provide additional
education for academic advisors. This
would hopefully help enhance the student
experience and potentially help with
retention of students in the college and at
SDSU.”
Other students hoping for this
opportunity probably would use this day
as a chance to make some fun changes
for the college.
“I bought tickets for Dean for the
Day to see how much work Jason
Zimmerman has to do. I don’t really
understand his role and I would’ve liked
a better insight on that. If I could change
anything, I would have a bring your pet to
work day at least once a month,” Charles
Schuknecht, a senior advertising major
said.
Mortar Board hopes to make this an
annual event if the deans are willing.
Tori Stepp

SCHOOL OF DESIGN
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AMADA NAMED
STUART ARTISTIN-RESIDENCE

S

outh Dakota State University’s School of
Design chose Mayumi Amada as its third
Stuart Artist-in-Residence. She was on
campus Sept. 18 through Oct. 13, 2017.
Amada delivered a public lecture Sept. 26
at the South Dakota Art Museum Auditorium and
held an open studio event Oct. 12 at the Ritz
Gallery in Grove Hall.
"Mayumi Amada’s work personifies the
Stuart Artist-in-Residence Selection Committee’s
goal of bringing an artist to campus to share
their conceptual intent through visual artwork
produced while in residency at SDSU,” said Scott
Wallace, the chair of the 2017 Stuart Artist-inResidence committee. Wallace is a professor of
sculpture in the School of Design.
Amada, who was born in Japan, graduated
from the University of Minnesota with a master
of fine arts degree in sculpture. She has been a
resident at the Bemis Center for Contemporary
Art and exhibits her work nationally and
internationally.
Her recent work is focused on mortality in
eternity and eternity in mortality. She is exploring
themes such as repeated generations, ancestry
and a circle of life. Through her work, she is
hoping that the viewers have a moment to think
about their own lives,and motivate them to
consider what they want to or need to do to lead
a fulfilling life.
The Ritz Gallery held open studio hours from
Tuesdays and Wednesdays during Amada’s time
at State.
This event was sponsored by the South
Dakota State University School of Design and
funded by the Joe and Signe Stuart Fund.
University Marketing and Communications

Though a doily is considered as out of date, it connects the past and the future in
this Amada work. With the doily created by light, our ancestors guide the pathway
to the future.

10

SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS

THE NEW PAC:
WHERE TOWN
MEETS GOWN

An architectural rendering of the completed Performing Arts Center.

T

he Performing Arts Center at South Dakota State
University will be the only building in the region
with a 225-seat recital hall, a 1,000-seat concert
hall, a black box theater, an 850-seat fully trapped
proscenium theatre and a dedicated dance facility all within 50
steps of each other.
Opening in spring 2019, David Reynolds, director of the
School of Performing Arts, believes this will be the front porch of
the university after the 96,000-square foot expansion.
“It’s where the people of South Dakota interact with the
university. It’s a unique building in that it's partly built about the

audience and partly built about those who are creating the
presentation for the audience.”
This $50 million project was in the planning stages for three
years. The funds came from a wide range of places with $25
million coming from alumni, friends and community members;
$13 million in Higher Education Facilities Fund fees paid by
students; $6 million from the City of Brookings; and $6 million
from the SDSU University Priorities Fund.
“The city of Brookings donated $6 million to this project.
There is a Memorandum of Agreement that talks about certain
city-sponsored activities happening here, as well as the
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David Reynolds, director of the School of Performing Arts, gives a brief
overview of the facility before leading a tour of the construction site in May.

It's a unique building in that it's partly built around the
audience and partly built around those who are creating
the presentation for the audience.”
-David Reynolds, School of Performing Arts director
Brookings public school using this facility a lot,” Reynolds said.
eyes, but a lot of this building is about our ears,” Reynolds said.
Along with all the planning, South Dakota State University
“Every faculty office on the music side has been acoustically
outsourced design to an architecture firm based out of New York engineered for the type of music that goes on in it.”
called Holzman Moss Bottino Architecture. Holzman likes to use
Cole Hinz, a senior apparel merchandising major, looks
local materials, so the granite that will be lining the inside and
forward to taking courses in the building.
outside of the building is all from Milbank.
“I’ve heard amazing things about the new additions to
A big difference in designing a performing arts venue
the building. From what I’ve heard, there will be soundproof
versus a gymnasium or hospital is that a performance facility
practicing rooms for the music majors, a new costume shop for
needs proper acoustics. An acoustical engineering firm, Acoustic the theater department and outstanding performance venues!”
Distinctions, has been part of the process since day one.
Tori Stepp
“This is all about our ears. Of course, the theater is about our
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SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AND JOURNALISM

TWO DEPARTMENTS
SCHOOL OF

S

outh Dakota State University
is forever changing to keep up
with society and other higher
institutions. One change is the
joining of the Department of Journalism
and Mass Communication with the
Department of Communication Studies to

named the founding director for the new
school, said when discussing the School
of Communication and Journalism.
The new school will be more
recognized among alumni, professionals
and prospective students.
“There’s kind of the idea that a school

Joshua Westwick, who was the
interim head of the Department of
Communication Studies, will serve
alongside Olson as associate director.
“Having a school elevates your status
a little bit. We’re going to have to bring it
as faculty; we’re going to have to meet

Having a school elevates your status a little bit. We're going
to have to bring it as faculty, we're going to have to meet that
next level.”

-Joshua Westwick, associate director

form the School of Communication and
Journalism.
“This is a consolidation or joining of
two departments into a bigger unit,” Lyle
Olson, who was the interim department
head for the Department of Journalism
and Mass Communication before being

has greater visibility. When the School
of Design was formed, the director said
that when he answered the phone and
said school instead of department, people
just saw it as a bigger entity. It gives us
more visibility on campus and among our
alumni and the region,” Olson said.

that next level,” Westwick said.
Jason Zimmerman, interim dean for
the college, decided Olson's familiarity
with the university made him the ideal
person to get the new school off to a
strong start.
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FORM THE
COMMUNICATION
AND JOURNALISM
“There was a national search and the
dean makes the final decision and he
called me in and asked if I would be
interested,” Olson said.
“I think Dr. Olson and I are concerned
on launching this successfully and
making sure we are establishing a solid
foundation that is going to allow the
school to grow and prosper,” Westwick
said. “We have generic ideas, but I want
to see the school evolve from the faculty.”
Communication studies and the
journalism and mass communication
department already have a combined
master’s program and have worked
together previously. The joining of these
two departments won’t be a major
change for current or incoming students,
but it does allow these departments to
have higher visibility.
There aren’t many differences
between the two departments so
combining the two will create more
opportunities for students.

“We need to get our students aware
of this change, inform our stakeholders
and then there are all sorts of little
logistical issues that have to be worked
out because we have been two separate
departments for so long. We have
different policies in our departments, but
we need to have the same when we
become a school,” Westwick said.
Other than the issue of housing the
departments together, there are a few
other challenges to overcome.
“They study communication but we
study it and do it. These two departments
combining can be where students learn
the skill set they learn here, but students
from the communication studies side can
teach their speaking and presentation
abilities to our students,” Olson
said. “This will also make it easier for
communication studies students to pick
up minors that are more skill oriented
throughout the department.”

“We have a handful of students who
are engaged in both departments right
now, and I hope there are more students
who will be involved in both, along with
faculty,” Westwick said.
Alexandra Farber, a junior
communication studies and advertising
double major, was very happy when this
plan was finally approved.
“I’ve been able to see behind the
scenes on how the two departments can
work together and offer some really great
collaboration, so now seeing that actually
happen is really exciting. I think the new
school will be an inclusive, welcoming,
fun environment and the students will
feel supported,” Farber said.
“There’s still a ton of work to do.
We’ve got to start working together and
collaborating. It’s not something that
every faculty member gets to be a part of
but having the opportunity to be a part of
it is exciting.” Westwick said.
Tori Stepp
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JOURNALISM

RE-ACCREDITATION

S

ince 1948, the Journalism and
Mass Communication Department
at South Dakota State University
has been accredited and
continues to get re-accredited every six
years. Accreditation is a quality-assurance
process to ensure that education provided
by an institution or department meets
specific levels of quality.
Lyle Olson, who had been serving as
the interim department head, attended
meetings the last few months so the
department can be re-accredited. “We

don’t have to be accredited, but it shows
parents, students and stakeholders that
somebody outside has looked at our
program and said it’s good.”
Olson spent his time pulling together
a report that examines the department’s
curriculum, faculty, salaries and student
advising. This report is sent to the
accreditation team and then the team visits
SDSU. During this time, the accreditation
team meets with the faculty and students
to double check what was stated in the
report.

L

yle Olson, who
has been
serving as
the interim
department head for South
Dakota State University’s
Department of Journalism
and Mass Communication,
has been named the
founding director for the
School of Communication
and Journalism. The School
of Communication and
Journalism starts July 1. It
combines the Department
of Communication Studies
and the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication.
“It’s a unique and humbling challenge to serve as the founding
director, but it’s a great opportunity to work with others to create
a new entity,” Olson said. “We’ve been working together the last 2
½ years, and we will continue to do so. As two strong departments
come together, the school’s vision is to become a premier center for
communication excellence.”

Chaise Knutson, a junior public
relations major, attended all of the
meetings that students were allowed to. “I
went to the meetings, and they asked our
opinions on the program, department and
professors. They asked our opinions on our
classes and faculty.
“It’s just awesome that not only
professionals, but also our faculty, care
enough about our education to go through
this process,” Knutson said.
Tori Stepp

Joshua Westwick, who has been serving as the interim
department head for the communication studies department, will
serve as the school’s associate director.
“Dr. Olson has done a great job in his interim role and was
instrumental in helping the school take shape,” said Jason
Zimmerman, interim dean for the College of Arts and Sciences. “He
is the perfect person to see us through this time of transition, and I
am looking forward to working with him.”
Olson, a 1976 graduate of State, earned his master’s degree
from the University of Oklahoma and a doctorate from Oklahoma
State University. Olson was a professor of English and journalism
from 1981 to 1989 at Oklahoma Wesleyan before starting as an
associate professor at State in 1989. He was promoted to professor
in 1995 and started serving as the graduate program coordinator at
that time. Olson became the department’s assistant head in June
2014.
Olson has received the 2009 Association for Education in
Journalism and Mass Communication’s Scholastic Journalism
Division Educator of the Year Award and awards for teaching
excellence and graduate student mentoring at SDSU. He was the
university’s inaugural outstanding online educator award recipient
in 2015.
University Marketing and Communications

ECONOMICS

HARDING HALL

F

rom its start in 1954 as a men’s residence hall,
Harding Hall has seen a few changes. However, none
of those changes were as drastic as it becoming the
new home of the Department of Economics.
The building has been transformed into 40 offices and two
classrooms, including the new location for the First Dakota
National Bank e-Trading Education Lab. Along the way, Harding
Hall will be the first of three building projects on campus with
a Version Four certification from the Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) rating system. The V4 certification
is the highest rating in LEED, which is used to evaluate the
environmental performance of a building and encourage
sustainable architectural design.
“The impact of moving into Harding Hall will be a largerscale version of the trading lab experience,” said Eluned Jones,
the department head. “The energy and enthusiasm we’ve seen
from the First Dakota National Bank e-Trading Education Lab
has been incredible, tremendous. That part is going to be fun.
We look forward to having those same experiences in having
the trading lab and an active-learning classroom in the same
building as our faculty. Harding will also provide a sense of
stability, of accessibility. It will be the place to continue to build
the impact of our applied economics and business teaching,
research and outreach programs.”
Jones and Jason Zimmerman, the college's interim dean,
both look forward to the department being in the center of
campus.
“Economics will move into a place that will give the program
a sense of prominence in a newly renovated building central to
campus,” Zimmerman said. “I think the facility is going to greatly
enhance the department’s profile and clearly send a signal to
students that management and economics education is central
to what we do at SDSU and is important to our college.”
When the department was in Scobey Hall, Jones
encouraged faculty members to set office hours in the University
Student Union to encourage students to stop by and talk.
“Good luck trying to get students to walk to Scobey in
January and February,” Jones said. “Even in this generation of
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President Barry Dunn and
others view the Harding
Hall renovation project.

students, there’s energy with face-to-face conversation and
being in the same physical location. There is a different level of
learning that occurs when students get together. We chose to
reduce the size of the offices to create space for collaboration
between faculty but also for the students.”
Jones said another change to promote collaboration will
be the graduate student area, which will resemble an airport
business lounge rather than the traditional study carrels.
With five majors—agricultural business, agricultural and
resource economics, business economics, economics and
entrepreneurial studies—and minors in accounting, agricultural
business, agricultural marketing, banking and financial
services, economics, entrepreneurial studies, human resource
management, management and marketing, and a master’s
degree in economics, the department is busy. Jones expects it
to get even busier.
“With a 60 percent turnover of faculty in the last five years
due to retirements, we had the opportunity to re-align the faculty
with respect to disciplinary knowledge in the five majors and
to meet student demand for business-oriented majors,” she
said. “What’s exciting to me is that it’s unique in this country
to have all of this disciplinary range in one department without
silos. They’re all in one physical place and there are no barriers
to them working together. There are huge opportunities for
synergies.”
Jones said JLG Architects designed the building to keep the
department’s open-door policy intact.
“The open-door policy, that feel of connectiveness with
the students, will be retained,” she said. “It’s deliberate that
we have glass panels beside each door in the offices. Yes, it
will let light in but it is also there to send a message to the
students that we’re here for them. The open-door policy, that’s
the heritage or culture of land-grant colleges, it’s part of the
partnership with students.”
Harding Hall will open in August.

University Marketing and Communications

16

INTERIOR DESIGN

Early childhood education students play with samples from the 2018
multidiscipline project.

CREATING
FURNITURE

W

hat started as an idea to
help Angela McKillip’s
students learn in authentic
and experiential ways, has
grown into something gaining national and
international recognition.
McKillip, assistant professor of interior
design, first developed the idea in 2014
because her students were struggling with
detailing. “I wanted to implement a project
where students could interview a client,

Students work with Assistant Professor Angela
McKillip making their pieces this past semester.

engage with product users, test a prototype,
and see their design fully manifested. Much
of our education is digitally based, so I
aimed to develop a project where students
could gain experience by authentically
solving a problem,” said McKillip.
“A furniture piece seemed like good
way to start exploring because it’s small
and something we could tackle within a
semester,” she said. “I was aware of Dr.
Kay Cutler and the Fishback Center for

Early Childhood Education, and finally got
up enough courage to go over and ask
her if she wanted to collaborate and build
something the children could use.
“At the time, I was thinking prototypes
could be made of cardboard,” McKillip
continued. “And when those pieces would
give out, they could be recycled. Even
building in cardboard would enhance
understanding of dimension, detail, form
and function. When I met with Kay, she was
immediately excited about the developing
idea and wanted to collaborate. The project
naturally aligned well with the mission of
a lab school, as a place of learning and
generating new knowledge.”
Cutler, who had previously met Kodo
Kids’ founder and executive director
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A furniture piece seemed like
good way to start exploring
because it’s small and something
we could tackle within a semester.”
-Angela McKillip, interior design
assistant professor

Chris Hume, reached out to him for a
collaborative opportunity. After the three
met initially on Google Hangouts, the
industry partner was on board, eager to
collaborate, and a project framework was
developed. Facilitating the design process
was insightful and rewarding, but didn’t
always go to plan.
“Children take things in such different
ways. As a teacher and professor, I really
have come to the idea that you can put
something out there and have an intent, but
that’s really the point where you give up
control because they will take it wherever
they see fit,” Cutler said, noting the early
childhood education students volunteered
their time to participate in the furniture

projects. “Oftentimes what children or
college students do with something that
you give them, they will take it and make it
into something you never thought about it.
That’s the exciting part about teaching.”
Also exciting has been the national
recognition the products have received
over the years.
In 2015, the initial eight-week project
created the DiscoveryHub and Flexnest
prototypes, which were on display at the
National Association for the Education of
Young Children’s Expo in November 2015
and then at NYCxDESIGN week at ICFF® in
2016. Flexnest was also awarded “Best in
Category: Design as an Idea” by the Interior
Design Educators Council in 2017.

The following year, the lead project, the
Maker-Table, was debuted to the National
Association for the Education of Young
Children’s Expo. The short-run production
and national product testing and research
phases for the Teasel, the lead project in
2017, is just wrapping up.
Despite that success, McKillip and
Cutler have not rested on their laurels.
Most recently, an article was published in
Innovations by the North American Reggio
Emilia Alliance, discussing the Scholarship
of Teaching and Learning research of
interdisciplinary and experiential learning.
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INTERIOR DESIGN

Left and middle, students majoring in advertising,
entrepreneurial studies and mechanical engineering joined
ones from early childhood education and interior design for
the 2018 project; right, students show the efforts in 2016.

NEW FOR 2018
This past April saw students majoring
in advertising, entrepreneurial studies
and mechanical engineering join the
collaborative. And there was another
twist, as the products were to be used for
children, their parents and grandparents.
“It was definitely very different working
with people from other majors,” said
Gavin Borstad, a sophomore mechanical

Roxanne Lucchesi, professor and
advertising major coordinator, has had
students work on hands-on projects but
knew this one would be different.
“In advertising, you always define a
target audience and this project flipped
it. We used an empathy approach, you
identify a problem or a challenge in a
market and solve based on that. In this
one, it was interesting because it was

"The carefully crafted process has been so
powerful and unique to the students that
their passion level, drive and commitment
rose above our expectations.”
-Angela McKillip, interior design
assistant professor

engineering major from Sioux Falls. “Our
mechanical engineering courses are very
straightforward, even our syllabus is laid
out in a certain way. This was more loosely
structured. At first, it bothered me but once
we got into it, it wasn’t that big of a deal
once we started developing and working
on our own. After three weeks, it was just
us working on the project. We’d meet as a
class and talk about stuff but we did most
of our learning when we met together.”

intergenerational. Students had to look at
the project from the perspective from the
child and a senior/elder,” she said.
“We had to look at what their needs
are and innovate for them. When we’re in
advertising, we’re trying to sell things and
can forget that products are there to add
value to peoples’ lives.”
The hands-on approach also appealed
to Barb Heller, entrepreneurial studies
coordinator.

“This was an opportunity for our
students to take action and see real rapid
prototyping and the process of ideation to
the finished product in a matter of eight
weeks, something we can’t necessarily
replicate in the classroom,” Heller said.
However, McKillip does not think the
project will stop evolving.
“We’re impacting a core of students
at the moment but the reach of this could
be so much greater. While we’re running
with this expanded collaboration this
year, we’re thinking about what else and
what other experiences like this could be
formed at SDSU that would have an even
bigger impact on our students,” McKillip
said.
“The furniture pieces and products
are ‘cool’ and that’s what everyone is
attracted to, but the bigger takeaway for
the students is the experience itself,” said
McKillip. “The carefully crafted process
has been so powerful and so unique
to the students that their passion level,
drive and commitment rose above our
expectations. We had high expectations,
but they superseded them with incredibly
innovative and informed designs. The
invitation to IFCC, the extension into
licensing and production with Kodo, and
byproducts of the incredibly rich design
process that ignites passion and drive
within the students—this is authentic and
impactful learning.”
University Marketing and
Communications
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Yonce overlooking Jerusalem.

Yonce outside the Knesset.

O
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FELLOWSHIP
IN ISRAEL

Yonce with Ibtisam Mahammad, recipient of the Dali Lama's Unsung Heroes of
Compassion Prize in Fureidis.

pportunities to collaborate with international
composers and perform in new venues greeted
South Dakota State University assistant professor
Tammy Yonce during Christmas break—in Israel.
The flutist participated in the 2017 Inaugural Winter Faculty
Fellowship Program in Israel, sponsored by the Jewish National
Fund and Media Watch International. The fellowship covers
airfare, room and board for the 11-day residency.
“Since my work focuses primarily on performance, I am
always looking for opportunities to perform and to broaden
the scope of my work,” Yonce said. “This is an opportunity to
collaborate with people in another part of the world.”
Yonce left for Israel Dec. 27. While there, she collaborated
with flutists and composers from around the world and learned
about how flute is taught in Israel. She established ongoing
partnerships with composers to generate new flute pieces.
“Fellowships through this program are time-honored,

competitive and not easy to come by,” said David Reynolds,
director of the SDSU School of Performing Arts. “I am proud of
Dr. Yonce for being selected; this is certainly a feather in SDSU’s
cap!”
Yonce said, “This experience will affect almost everything
that I teach here.” She plans to use the pedagogical ideas and
the music she brought back with her flute students.
In addition, Yonce teaches world music and an honors
colloquium that focuses on global studies. “It was perfect—
and really good timing because my honors class is in the
spring,” she explained. She visited historical sites and became
acquainted with the people and culture of Israel.
Furthermore, the fellowship program involves faculty from
different disciplines. “It’s not just musicians—that gives you
another perspective,” Yonce said. “I appreciated that interaction
as well.”
University Marketing and Communications
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ALL-AMERICAN STUDENT

ALL-AMERICAN

V

iraj Patel has come a long
way from his first forensics
tournament as a timid college
freshman. However, some
of those same emotions came to the
surface after his most recent honor, being
named an American Forensic Association
National Individual Events Tournament
All-American. He is South Dakota State
University’s first since the all-American
program started in 2000.
“I was petrified. I was terrible. I hadn’t
done an impromptu or extemporaneous
speech before; I was a hot mess,” Patel
said of that first competition. “Ironically, I
had those same feelings when I got the
all-American honor. It was, ‘Oh my God,
what did I get myself into?’ I cried but
knew this was something I’d chosen to
do and now I have to be good at it.”
In order to be named an all-American,
individuals are selected based on

scholastic achievement,
AFA-NIET forensic
participation and
community service.
Neither forensics
nor his all-American
status were on Patel’s
mind when he arrived at
South Dakota State from
Mumbai, India. He was
interested in film studies.
However, he stumbled
across the Jackrabbits
Forensics program and
he became a speech
communication major.
The May graduate will
attend graduate school
in the field.
“Speech taught me
to stand up on my own two feet, and
defend not only my opinions, but also the
opinions of other people who may not be
able to defend it well,” he said. “Through
forensics, I found my true passion.
“If I didn’t stumble upon Jackrabbits
Forensics, I would not be able to have my
dream of working in U.S. politics,” Patel
continued. “It definitely impacted my
career at SDSU but it has also changed
my life, gave me my passion. Jackrabbits
Forensics has the tagline of ‘speak your
passion.’ That truly has stuck with me.”
Patel’s was the first name announced
for the honor, which reviews one’s efforts
in service, competition and academics.
“Viraj’s honor is reflective of his
dedication to excellence in all aspects
of his college career,” said SDSU coach
Andrea Carlile.” As the first SDSU student

to receive this honor, it highlights the
growth of the forensics program to rise to
renewed heights of national success.”
As the first one at State to win
the honor, and being the first name
announced, Patel was at a loss for what
to do next at the event, held in Colorado
Springs, Colorado.
“I wasn’t sure what to do other than
walk up and get the award,” he said. “It
felt like a bus hit me because I was crying
and all over the place. I hadn’t been up on
that stage before, and I didn’t know what
it was like to be an all-American. While
my life isn’t any different from what it
was before, I now have to live up to the
promise of being an all-American.”
Honors seem to follow Patel and his
efforts. He served as a senator of the
College of Arts and Sciences in 20172018, and was named Senator of the Year.
He was also involved with the Van D. and
Barbara B. Fishback Honors College.
“I am going to be a Jackrabbit for
the rest of my life. That is not going to
change at all, but being actively involved
in campus activities ... impacting real
change on this campus as a student is
what I will miss a lot,” he said.
“One thing South Dakota State
taught me is that if your tomorrow isn’t
better than your today, you aren’t doing
something right. Doesn’t matter if you are
taking a small step or a large step, just
take a step in the right direction every
single day.”
And that advice includes making a
step in the right direction onstage.
University Marketing and
Communications
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SOCIETY OF
PHYSICS STUDENTS

The Society of Physics Students chapter has been
honored by the SPS National Council the past two years.

S

outh Dakota State University’s Society of Physics
Students chapter was named a notable chapter for its
efforts in the 2016-17 academic year.
In the 2016-17 academic year, there were 61
notable chapters nationally and two in zone 11. SDSU was a
distinguished chapter in 2015-16, its first honor in five years.
SPS National Council members credited the SDSU chapter
for its various outreach activities.
“We view this as recognition of the efforts of the SPS officers
and members who participated in all of the club activities in the
past year and the support that Sally Krueger (the department’s
senior secretary) provided in organizing meetings, activities and
trips,” Robert McTaggart, the chapter’s adviser, said. “A few of
the club activities included a visit to a regional SPS conference,
support for campus viewing of the big solar eclipse, and the
club’s contributions to Hobo Day activities.”

SPS outstanding/distinguished/notable chapters are
selected by zone councilors and associate zone councilors,
who review the information, photos and supporting material
presented in the annual chapter reports.
The judging criteria include:
• The chapter's involvement in local, zone and national
SPS meetings and other professional meetings;
• Participation in SPS programs;
• Outreach efforts to the grades K-12 or the general
public;
• Participation in community service;
• Contributions to student recruitment and retention;
• Participation in social events; and
• Interactions with the department's alumni.

University Marketing and Communications

About the Society of Physics Students
The Society of Physics Students is a professional association explicitly designed for students. Membership, through collegiate
chapters, is open to anyone interested in physics. The only requirement for membership is that you be interested in physics.
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PHYSICS SCHOLAR

STATE'S 10
GOLDWATER
SCHOLAR
TH

S

outh Dakota State University student Jace Waybright
was named one of 211 students to receive a
scholarship from the Barry Goldwater Scholarship and
Excellence in Education Foundation. Waybright, who is
majoring in physics and mathematics, is SDSU’s 10th Goldwater
Scholar.
Waybright, who is also enrolled in the Van D. and Barbara
B. Fishback Honors College, is spending this summer in
Tsukuba, Japan, doing research at the National Institute of

"Dr. Kharel took a chance
on me even before I came
to South Dakota State—that
made a big difference.”
-Jace Waybright, Goldwater
Scholarship recipient

Materials Science. He is one of six undergraduates participating
in an international nanotechnology Research Experiences for
Undergraduate (REU) program through Cornell University. The
National Science Foundation-funded program gives young
scientists global research experience.
He credited SDSU assistant physics professor Parashu
Kharel with starting him on the path that led to these
opportunities. “Dr. Kharel took a chance on me even before I

Jace Waybright is not only a Goldwater Scholar but also is spending
this summer as an undergraduate conducting research in Japan.

came to South Dakota State—that made a big difference,” said
Waybright, who had already earned 30 college credits when he
graduated from Lincoln East High School in Lincoln, Nebraska, in
May 2016.
Before starting his undergraduate work at South Dakota
State, Waybright worked with Kharel as a REU faculty-student
pair at the Nebraska Center for Materials and Nanoscience in
summer 2016 directed by professor David Sellmyer, a University
of Nebraska, Lincoln professor and director of the Nebraska
Center for Materials and Nanoscience. That experience then led
to Waybright receiving a subsequent summer REU paired with
UNL assistant professor Xiaoshan Xu.
Waybright, who plans to earn a doctorate in physics and
teach and conduct research in a university setting, knows there
are benefits beyond the financial aspect of being a Goldwater
Scholar.
“I plan to shoot very high for graduate school and having
the Goldwater Scholarship is going to make me one of the more
competitive applicants,” he said.
Waybright has been working in condensed matter physics,
which he described as a more physical approach to materials
science. He has been reviewing certain magnetic behaviors that
could have applications in future technology.
The Goldwater Scholarship provides up to $7,500 for tuition
and fees annually. The most recent Jackrabbit to receive the
scholarship was Andrew Foley, who received the honor in 2016.

University Marketing and Communications
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DIEKHOFF WINS
COMPETITION

outh Dakota State
University sophomore
Laurel Diekhoff came
away with the top honors
at the 2018 First Dakota National
Bank New Venture Competition,
announced April 19 at the Brookings
Innovation Center at the Research
Park at South Dakota State
University.
Diekhoff, who is from
Wessington, received $3,000 for
winning the competition. Majoring in
entrepreneurial studies and business
economics, she was one of the first
students invited into the Innovation
Center’s Student Incubator after
finishing as an honorable selection
at last year’s competition. Her
business, Flume Bath and Body,
makes and sells handmade bath and
body products.
Students were encouraged
to submit an essay describing a
business plan, explaining how the
The First Dakota National Bank New Venture Competition finalists were, from left, Nathan
venture would work and the market
Lax, Logan Roth and Laurel Diekhoff.
demand. There were 16 applications,
and three finalists were chosen to
present to the judges.
into large vendor events, such as the Brookings Summer
Other finalists were Nathan Lax and Logan Roth. Lax, a
Arts Festival,” Diekhoff said. “This summer will be my first
senior majoring in electronics engineering technology and
experience getting my feet wet at such a large event. I'm
operations management from Sleepy Eye, Minnesota, received
looking forward to all that I will learn from it.
$1,500. His business, Electronic Finish, embeds electronics
“Preparing for this competition was stressful but at the same
in furniture, an idea he conceived in his resident hall room.
time more about just collecting my thoughts since I’ve had so
Roth, a senior majoring in entrepreneurial studies from Port
much experience building this business. It took some time to
Orchard, Washington, won $1,000. He hopes to start his escape
find the words, but I’ve done almost everything for this business
room business, Brookings Breakout, before the start of the fall
from the ground up,” she continued. “I got my start thanks to
semester.
last year’s New Venture Plan Competition so it feels surreal to be
Diekhoff largely attributes her success to the resources and
back just a year and a half later as a finalist.”
connections that she has had access to while at the Brookings
In addition, the Ness Division of Management and
Innovation Center, where she also makes her products. Flume
Economics announced that the SDSU Investment Club received
Bath and Body has been in operation for 14 months, and she
the Outstanding Undergraduate Student Achievement Award;
plans to ramp up operations over the summer. Diekhoff currently
Norah Orina, Outstanding Graduate Student Achievement Award;
sells through Etsy, via consignment with a local business, at
and Bisi Atoba, Outstanding Faculty Award.
vendor events and wholesale to several boutiques.
University Marketing and Communications
“I hope to turn this business into a career by moving
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ARCHITECTURE

PASSIVE HOUSE

A

fter getting its start in
Germany in the early 1990s,
the passive house standard
can now be found in
Brookings at 902 3rd Ave. thanks to the
South Dakota State University Department
of Architecture. In fall 2016, six graduate
students designed the plans for the house,
which started taking shape in December.
According to the Passive House
Institute U.S., passive building comprises
a set of design principles used to attain a
quantifiable and rigorous level of energy
efficiency within a specific quantifiable
comfort level. “Maximize your gains,
minimize your losses” summarizes the
approach. A passive building is designed

and built in accordance with these five
building-science principles:
• Employs continuous insulation
throughout its entire envelope
without any thermal bridging;
• Prevents infiltration of outside air and
loss of conditioned air through an
extremely airtight building envelope;
• Employs high-performance windows
(typically triple-paned) and doors;
• Uses some form of balanced heatand moisture-recovery ventilation
and a minimal space conditioning
system; and
• Maximizes solar gain to exploit the
sun’s energy for heating and to
minimize overheating during the
cooling season.
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We assigned students to work on
specific issues in preconstruction, such
as interacting with the city for permits
or meeting with individuals in the
neighborhood.”
-Charles MacBride, architecture
associate professor

Left, an architectural rendering
of the construction project.
Below, the house shown in
December 2017.

According to Charles MacBride, an
associate professor in the department,
the students not only had to learn basic
fundamentals for houses, they also
needed to learn what it takes for any
construction project to take place.
“They did the schematic design
very quickly as well as the drawings
and many specifications dealing with
the passive-house certifications,” he
said. “We assigned students to work on
specific issues in preconstruction, such
as interacting with the city for permits
or meeting with individuals in the
neighborhood.”

The students were not the only ones
to learn about the passive-house model;
the general public and local contractors
learned, too, through various open houses
and displays.
In April, MacBride and the
department learned the house passed
a blower door test, which tested its
airtightness, and was done by a third
party.
“That was a huge hurdle and a major
step toward receiving certification,”
MacBride said.
“The verifier told us that since we
were doing this for the first time that
there was a really good chance we
weren’t going to pass.”
The house is scheduled to be
completed this summer, according to
Dusten Hendrickson, president of the
construction firm Brookings Built Green,
which served as the general contractor
for the house.
Helping lead the house toward
completion is Blake Foxley ’14, who
is pursuing his Master of Architecture
degree. After being of part of State’s
first undergraduate architecture cohort,
Foxley worked in construction as a project
manager.
“Everything has been a learning
experience from the contractor and the
design sides. And I’m lucky enough to see
both sides of it from the position I’m in,”
he said. “Especially with my background,
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Six graduate students designed the passive house in 2016. It is shown
here during construction in April 2018, left, and July, right.

The passive house not only benefits us students as a
method for teaching, but it also sets a new standard for
living more efficiently in communities like Brookings.”
-Becca Woytassek, sophomore architecture student
I understand the general concept of it and
am able to dig a little deeper. It’s a great
experience for me.”
The Department of Architecture
received a grant from the Governor's
Office of Economic Development in 2015
to help fund the construction. The plan
is to have the sale of one house fund the
construction of a ensuing project.
Plans are already underway for
the second house project in Brookings.
MacBride and Robert Arlt, an instructor
in the department and a certified passive
house consultant, are discussing how to
fit it in the fall 2018 semester curricula
and determine a building site.
“We’ve been talking with the fifth-year
students and some have the enthusiasm

to build one,” Arlt said. “Our students
have an extreme interest in building
design and the building arts. Contrary to
popular belief, we focus more on how it
performs than how it looks. In terms of
the passive house, how it looks might be
as a result of how it performs.”
The opportunity to be part of an
actual project is something that excites
Becca Woytassek, a sophomore from
Aberdeen.
“The current studios we are in
consist of making conceptual models and
understanding design principles. However,
to see the principles come to life in a
real building project would be awesome,”
she said. “Not only would we be able
to better visualize design fundamentals,

but we would also get to see our ideas
materialize.
“The passive house not only benefits
us students as a method for teaching, but
it also sets a new standard for living more
efficiently in communities like Brookings,”
Woytassek continued. “The commercial
and residential building industry
accounts for 39 percent of carbon
dioxide emissions in the U.S. per year,
which is more than any other sector, and
the passive house project reduces the
negative impacts upon the environment
through its design. I am excited to see
where this project goes in the next couple
of years.”
University Marketing and
Communications
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MILITARY
®
FRIENDLY
SCHOOL HONOR

F

that scored within 30 percent of the 10th-ranked institution
or the third time this academic year, South Dakota
within a given category.
State University was ranked for its services for
Institutions earning the Military Friendly® School designation
students who are veterans.
After being ranked by College Choice and Military were evaluated using both public data sources and responses
from a proprietary survey. For the first time, student survey
Times in their rankings for best colleges for veterans, State
®
received the silver award as a Military Friendly School by
data was taken into consideration for the designation. More
Victory Media, a service-disabled, veteran-owned business. The
than 1,400 schools participated in the 2018-19 survey with 941
university has received a silver award for five consecutive years. earning the designation.
The 2018-19 Military Friendly® Schools list was published in
“This honor, like the others, confirms that we are doing
the May issue of G.I. Jobs magazine and can be found at www.
the right things for our students who are veterans,” said Russ
militaryfriendly.com.
Chavez, SDSU’s director for Veterans Affairs. “Since opening
Methodology, criteria and weightings were determined by
just over a year ago, we have already seen the benefits of the
Veterans Affairs Resource Center, which gives us a space to hold Victory Media with input from the Military Friendly® Advisory
Council of independent leaders in the higher education and
events, help build camaraderie and offers 24-hour access to
computer/free printing and a place to study.
military recruitment community. Final ratings were determined
“We awarded our second Michael Goodale scholarship in
by combining the institution’s survey scores with the
May to Heather Law, and we are always looking for more ways
assessment of the institution’s ability to meet thresholds for
to distribute scholarships for our veterans,” continued Chavez,
student retention, graduation, job placement, loan repayment,
noting the university also offers a writing workshop and book
persistence (degree advancement or transfer) and loan default
club specifically for veterans.
rates for all students and, specifically, for student veterans.
According to Victory Media, Military Friendly® Schools are
Victory Media’s Chief Product Officer Daniel Nichols said,
®
leading institutions that have earned the elite Military Friendly
“Our ability to apply a clear, consistent standard to colleges
designation. Its Military Friendly® Awards provide a view of how
creates a competitive atmosphere that encourages colleges to
an institution is performing. Silver Award winners have programs invest in programs to provide educational outcomes that are
better for veterans.”

About Military Friendly® Schools
The Military Friendly® Schools list is created each year based on extensive research using public data sources for more than
8,800 schools nationwide, input from student veterans, and responses to the proprietary, data-driven Military Friendly® Schools
survey from participating institutions. The survey questions, methodology, criteria and weighting were developed with the assistance
of an independent research firm and an advisory council of educators and employers. The survey is administered for free and is open
to all postsecondary schools that wish to participate. Criteria for consideration can be found at www.militaryfriendly.com.
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DANCE AND JOURNALISM | WRITERS CONFERENCE

COLLABORATIVE
PROJECT: ÉTUDES

S

outh Dakota State University pushes faculty to expand
on their creative and research abilities. Assistant
professors Melissa Hauschild-Mork and Rocky Dailey
both thought a dance/journalism project would be the
perfect creative project.
Both worked on cataloging and capturing the études
(short studies of movements that help capture the essence of
dance) of contemporary choreography by William (Bill) Evans.
Evans began his career as a contemporary modern dance
choreographer in the mid-70s and continues to be a major
contributor to modern dance.
“I danced with his company in the 80s and 90s, and we have
remained very close. He’s very interested in crystallizing his
dance legacy before he passes, so many of us said we should
start this,” Hauschild-Mork said.
The goal was to provide Evans Certified Instructors with
a DVD and a written PDF of the etudes. The filming featured
a dancer doing etudes with Evans speaking. This project was
filmed in May 2017 and is almost done.
Dailey’s roll in this project was to film the études performed
by a dancer and edit them into short clips. He was willing to
help Hauschild-Mork because this project was interesting and
innovative.

From left, Melissa Hauschild-Mork (SDSU), Heather Acomb
(Wells College), Rocky Dailey (SDSU), Juanita Suarez (SUNY
Brockport) and Bill Evans (Dean College).

“We are now on the homestretch of taking those filmed
videos and putting them on DVD so they are accessible
to individuals who are certified teachers in his technique,”
Hauschild-Mork said. “We want to make sure we are passing on
the legacy of his technique in a way he wants.”
Tori Stepp

WRITERS CONFERENCE RETURNS

A

few new activities marked
the 41st Great Plains Writers
Conference, held March 2325 at the University Student
Union at South Dakota State University.
This literary event featured readings,
workshops, roundtables and manuscript
consultations by award-winning novelists,
poets and memoirists.
Featured writers included:
• Heidi Czerwiec, anthology editor,
essayist and author of “Conjoining;”
• Barbara Duffey, a 2015 National
Endowment for the Arts Literature
Fellow in poetry and author of
“Simple Machines;”

talk aimed to help participants generate
Patrick Hicks, Writer-in-Residence at
new writing projects and/or develop their
Augustana University and author of
craft. This emphasis on workshops marks
“The Commandant of Lubizec;”
one change, as does the timing of the
• Poet and memoirist Christine
Stewart-Nuñez, author of “Bluewords conference.
“Networking with other writers
Greening” and “Untrussed;” and
• Steven Wingate, author of the
is important at all stages of one’s
award-winning short story collection
writing career, especially for those just
“Wifeshopping,” and the digital
embarking on it,” said Stewart-Nuñez,
memoir “Daddylabyrinth.”
coordinator of this year’s conference,
“This region has a rich literary history
and an associate professor at State.
and it needs more opportunities like the
“We moved conference activities to the
GPWC where writers can gather to create weekend so those solo-writers in the
its literary future,” said Wingate, who
region can meet each other as well as get
teaches creative writing at State.
inspiration.”
Each writer gave a reading of their
University Marketing and
new work and then led a workshop or
Communications
•
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“um” found in speech, she has students
throw cotton balls at the speaker.
Upon receiving the notification email,
Pikel initially thought she had not won
the award. It wasn’t until she hit the third
paragraph that she realized she needed
to reread the first paragraph again. The
realization then sunk in that she had
received the honor.
Not bad for someone who initially did
not plan on teaching.
“Considering the job of professor was

Ashley Pikel, center, won the CSCA's
Cooper Award. She is flanked by Joshua
Westwick and Kelli J. Chromey.

S

PIKEL
EARNS AWARD

Chromey, who is Pikel’s supervisor and
outh Dakota State University
the interim basic course director. “When I
graduate teaching assistant
observe her classroom, she always leaves
Ashley Pikel, who is pursuing
me energized with new ideas. Ashley
a master’s degree in
comes up with really great ideas on how
communications studies, received the
to teach students in different ways. She
Cooper Award at the Central States
really focuses on the confidence aspect,
Communication Association annual
conference April 6 in Madison, Wisconsin. and I think that’s something we all need
to do better in public speaking.”
Pikel, a native of Rochester,
One way Pikel does that is by
Minnesota, is the second State student to
creating GIFTs, or great ideas for
receive the award, which is named after
former CSCA President Pamela J. Cooper. teaching students. She said GIFTs are
used throughout the discipline and one
The CSCA presents the Cooper Award
to one master’s level graduate teaching
generally has a standard write-up to
follow and any teacher can create and try
assistant and one doctorate level
a GIFT.
graduate teaching assistant each year.
“I love coming up with ideas and
Hanna Holmquist won the award in 2015.
creativity can happen at any time,
The CSCA, which consists of the
inspiration can strike anywhere. I enjoy
states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, creating GIFTs. There are times when I go
to sleep thinking about them,” Pikel said.
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South
“The main point is to hear what students
Dakota and Wisconsin, was founded
in 1931 to promote the communication
need help with, design an activity around
it, and help improve their skills while
discipline in educational, scholarly and
affirming their work.”
professional endeavors.
For example, when doing an exercise
“As a faculty member, she motivates
me to be a better instructor,” said Kelli J.
to remove vocal clutter, words such as

brand-new to me until very recently—I
had never considered teaching. So when
I realized I loved teaching and wanted
to pursue this dream, my former speech
students, teachers and friends who knew
me for years as a coach, leader or mentor,
validated my thoughts,” said Pikel, who
worked for seven years in the health-care
industry before starting graduate school.
During that time, she figured out
what she thought she wanted to do—
coach speech, as Pikel was recruited to
help coach her alma mater’s high school
speech team. After meeting several
SDSU individuals at a speech camp at
Gustavus Adolphus College, Pikel applied
and received an offer to be a graduate
teaching assistant and assistant coach at
South Dakota State. She jumped at it.
“I came in thinking, I can handle
teaching, but I’m here to coach speech.
After the first semester, I knew I wanted
to spend all of my time in the classroom,”
she said.
University Marketing and
Communications
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GEOGRAPHY

Bruce Millett, center, explains the many applications in which drones can be used.

DRONE CLASS

I

ntroduction to Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems is the
newest addition to the long list of classes offered by
the geography department. This class teaches students
how to properly operate a drone and lines them up to
successfully pass their Part 107 Exam given by the Federal
Aviation Administration. This test is required for anyone who
wishes to commercially work with unmanned aircraft systems.
Bruce Millett is the instructor for the class and has created
the lecture material. This course teaches chart and map reading
for weather conditions, self-awareness and safety issues, and
the basics of the mechanics of some machines. The talk of
having a drone class for SDSU students to take has been around
for many years, but it was cost prohibitive.
“Prices on drones were coming down so we really thought
about going ahead and doing this. The FAA had to come up with
its regulations and then the Board of Regents had to come up
with its rules. Once set, we were able to start the program last
fall.” Millett said.
The department has two Phantom 3 drones, one Phantom 4

and a fixed-wing drone. These are used by the students in the
course to get real-life practice flying small unmanned aircraft
systems.
Drone courses aren’t uncommon at higher institutions, but
South Dakota State University is the only university in the region
with this class.
“I have the students practice with a simulator. They have an
XBOX controller and we use a software that they can practice
using and flying a drone,” Millett said. “They learn how to use
the controls and fly through different obstacle courses.”
This class brings in a wide range of students from different
departments such as construction management, precision
agriculture, journalism and geography majors.
David Karst, a junior geography major, recently completed
this course, “I was fortunate to have the opportunity, not only to
learn about drones and UAVs, but also how to apply these skills
with multiple fields. They have done a really good job of making
the class relevant to other geography skills."
Tori Stepp

HENDRICKSON AWARD
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MURPHY RECEIVES
AWARD, DELIVERS
CHEEVER LECTURE

A

ssistant professor of religion
James Murphy received the
fifth-annual J.P. Hendrickson
Liberal Arts Faculty Scholar
Award and delivered the Herbert Cheever
Jr. Liberal Arts Lecture. The award
presentation and lecture, sponsored by
SDSU’s College of Arts and Sciences, took
place Jan. 16 in the Volstorff Ballroom of
the University Student Union on the SDSU
campus.
Murphy’s lecture was "Standing,
Kneeling, Respecting and Protesting:
Liberal Arts Education and Clashes Over
National Symbols."
Murphy said the talk originated on a
Sunday afternoon at his house as sports
reporters speculated whether there would
be another round of protests at the day’s
NFL games.
“It suddenly struck me that the
national anthem protests and the intense
response around them were related to
Emile Durkheim’s classic study, ‘The
Elementary Forms of Religious Life.’ I
explained that national symbols are
important to us but they’re symbols of
something greater, and Durkheim enables
one to see this at a much greater level,”
Murphy said. “We sometimes need
to remind ourselves that the symbols,
although important, are less important
than what they represent, and we’re
letting this debate about standing or
kneeling for symbols get in the way of
some really important issues that need to
be discussed in our society.”

He attributed his insights to his early
coursework in religious studies.
“I wouldn’t have made that connection
without a liberal arts education,” Murphy
said. “A liberal arts education gives
students opportunities to expand their
knowledge and ability to think critically. It
allows one to look at issues and know that
we may not agree on them at the end of
the day, but if we expand our knowledge
base, develop sharper skills in critical
thinking and a sense of empathy for those
individuals who have differing opinions—
these are fundamental skills that higher
education should be providing us.
“Symbols are important to everybody.
Symbols help identify who we are but
studies show that there are times when
we confuse the symbols for what they
represent, and what we really revere is
something behind the symbol,” continued
Murphy. “Having a debate and discussion
on symbols is not a bad thing. It should
help us remember what symbols are,
what they’re for and that they can mean
different things to different people. I hope
people were prompted to think about
what’s more important—the symbol or
what it represents?”
The award and lecture are named
for two former College of Arts and
Sciences professors and administrators.
Professor John Phillip Hendrickson was a
longtime faculty member and head of the
Department of Political Science from 1957
to 1988.
Previous recipients are: Paul Baggett
(2014), Timothy Meyer (2015), Greg

Peterson (2016) and Michael Dianovsky
(2017).
Herbert Cheever Jr. served as a
professor in political science from 1968
until his retirement in 2000. He served as
department head for nine years and as the
college’s dean for nine years.
“John Hendrickson and Herbert
Cheever devoted their careers to nurturing
the liberal arts at South Dakota State
University. They served as role models
for what it means to live an intellectually
enriching life. Thanks to their vision and
leadership, thousands of students have
graduated from SDSU well prepared to
succeed in an ever-changing economy
and to participate in their communities as
engaged citizens,” said Jason Zimmerman,
interim dean for the College of Arts,
Humanities and Social Sciences.
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SDSU FOUNDATION

PLANNED
GIVING BENEFITS
STUDENTS

V

alerie (Lind) and Scott Parsley
explain their decision to
create a planned gift through
the SDSU Foundation in very
simple terms—“an opportunity to share”
what they have.
The Parsleys, who live in nearby
Madison, crafted their planned gift to
benefit students and faculty in today’s
Department of Modern Languages
and Global Studies. The proceeds will
support the teaching of languages
and will encourage increased global
understanding among students.
Val, who grew up on a farm near
Salem, earned degrees in English and
German in 1974, leading to a 34-year
teaching career at high schools in South
Dakota and Iowa.
Scott, a self-described Brookings
farm kid, attended SDSU after his
discharge from the U.S. Navy and
eventually finished a political science
degree at Dordt University in Sioux Center,
Iowa, when Val was teaching at that
community’s high school.
The experiences as SDSU students
framed the planned giving process,

particularly Val’s participation in the
German Club, her majors in English
and German, her sister’s majors in
French and German, and a 1973 trip to
Europe that remains a defining moment.
Their daughter, Chrissy, followed suit,
completing majors in Spanish and biology
in December 2016.
“I remember thinking, ‘I can actually
use [my German major] and really share
my thoughts with people who speak
another language,’” she said. “It’s a great
way to enhance experiences.”
Thanks to the study of foreign
language, she said, someone can live on
the South Dakota prairie and still be a
worldly person.
“I loved teaching. Language study
goes with culture study,” Val said. “Now
more than ever, we need to see the
benefits of knowing more about different
cultures, not fearing people and their
cultures, but embracing their different
ways of accomplishing similar goals. We
tend to be less apprehensive about other
people when we know more about them.”
Her experiences on other continents
have included a Fulbright teaching

exchange in Germany in 1980-81 and a
2011 study tour through Turkey, where
she learned about that country’s respect
for education. The Parsleys also have
hosted foreign exchange students.
Sometime over the years, the passion
for foreign study rubbed off on her
husband.
“Val introduced me to the world
outside the United States,” Scott said. “I
caught her bug for travel. As a result, our
children are well-traveled, and that has
broadened their horizons.”
Their decision to create a planned gift
extended from their own roots. Val and
Scott saw their parents as contributors
from their “meager means” and
welcomed an opportunity to share what
they have.
“We talk about abundance, and the
SDSU Foundation gave us an opportunity
to give twice” through a planned gift,
Scott said. The gift is designed to support
the development of global worldviews and
cultural connections in future generations.
The Parsleys are the parents of three
children adopted from Korea and China.
All three attended SDSU.

People who are interested in learning more about planned-giving opportunities and how those gifts help academic programs should
contact Marc Littlecott (marc.littlecott@sdsufoundation.org) or Rina Reynolds (rina.reynolds@sdsufoundation.org) at the SDSU
Foundation by email or by phone at (888) 747-7378.
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SOCIAL MEDIA
AND STAYING
CONNECTED
TO STATE

hat if you could check in on Facebook or Twitter
and make a very big impact at South Dakota
State University? In today’s technologically
This summer, the SDSU Foundation will launch its second
savvy society, social media are keeping us in
“One Day for State” Aug. 29. Through a concerted social media
contact more quickly and more frequently than we could have
focus, SDSU Foundation development staff hope to significantly
imagined even five years ago. According to recent research,
increase your connections with the college, the academic
more than 2 billion people use Facebook every month.
departments where you received your degrees, and even the
Whether you are watching video clips of your friends’
clubs and organizations where you made great friendships and
children or your grandchildren at their school concerts or playing developed lifelong skills. Thanks to the exceptional generosity
soccer, watching funny cat videos or exchanging photos of your
of David Schaefer ’81, all gifts made during the Aug. 29 “One
favorite recipes, social media are making a significant difference. Day for State” will help unlock $10,000 for the College of Arts,
In fact, you may want to update your social media connections
Humanities and Social Sciences.
in the next few weeks because we have exciting things
If I can be of any assistance in helping you connect with
happening at State that you don’t want to miss.
the college, your department or help you make a difference for
Are you one of the more than 51,000 alumni and friends
students of “SDSU 2018,” please call me at (605) 695-7378 or
who follow South Dakota State University on Facebook to keep
contact me by email at rina.reynolds@sdsufoundation.org. Also,
current on student celebrations, lectures on campus or just a
find the SDSU Foundation on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
great photo of the Coughlin Campanile at sunset? Or, follow the
SDSU Alumni Association to learn where the Alumni Association
is hosting a watch party or helping alumni like you gather for a
social? Are you following the page of the South Dakota State
University College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences? If
Rina Reynolds
not, you are likely missing out on some of the most interesting
Development Director
and current news.
College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
If you are using social media, I encourage you to search
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram to see if your degree department
is sharing current information about students and their
accomplishments. You will love “SDSU 2018.”

@SDSUFoundation
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